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THE METAPHOR OF THE 
FLOWER
ROOTED IN PLACE AND YET:

Harvests all energy + water 

Is adapted to climate and site

Operates pollution free

Is comprised of integrated systems

Is beautiful

LIVING
BUILDING
CHALLENGE SM
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Why a challenge?
Infusing inspiration and poetry

Rewarding early adopters
Creating new models

Stirring the pot
Pulling the market forward
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Instead of a world that is merely a less 
bad version of the one we currently have, 
we ask —

WHAT DOES GOOD LOOK LIKE?
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THREE TYPOLOGIES  

RENOVATION LANDSCAPE & INFRASTRUCTUREBUILDINGS
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HEALTH & HAPPINESS MATERIALS

ENERGY

EQUITY BEAUTY

PLACE WATERPETALS
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LIMITS TO GROWTH

URBAN AGRICULTURE

HABITAT EXCHANGE

HUMAN POWERED 
LIVING

NET POSITIVE WATERIMPERATIVES
NET POSITIVE ENERGY

CIVILIZED ENVIRONMENT

HEALTHY INTERIOR 
ENVIRONMENT

BIOPHILIC 
ENVIRONMENT

RED LIST

EMBODIED           
CARBON FOOTPRINT

RESPONSIBLE INDUSTRY

LIVING ECONOMY 
SOURCING

NET POSTIVE WASTE

HUMAN SCALE + 
HUMANE PLACES

UNIVERSAL ACCESS TO 
NATURE + PLACE

EQUITABLE INVESTMENT

JUST ORGANIZAITONS

BEAUTY + SPIRIT

INSPIRATION + 
EDUCATION
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L4.
GENERAL URBAN ZONE

L1.
NATURAL HABITAT PRESERVE

L3.
VILLAGE OR CAMPUS ZONE

L2.
RURAL AGRICULTURE ZONE

L5.
URBAN CENTER ZONE

L6.
URBAN CORE ZONE
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A PHILOSOPHY BASED ON 
RESULTS 
1. All Imperatives assigned to a Typology are 

mandatory.
2. Living Building Challenge certification is based on 

actual, rather than modeled or anticipated, 
performance.
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LIVING
CERTIFICATION

All imperatives are 
mandatory

Certification is 
based on actual 
performance

PETAL
CERTIFICATION

Three Petals or more

One must be Water, 
Energy or Materials 
Petal 

As well as imperatives:
01: Limits to Growth
20: Inspiration + 
Education

ZERO ENERGY 
CERTIFICATION

Zero Energy 
(100% only)

LIVING
BUILDING
CHALLENGE SM

LIVING
BUILDING
CHALLENGE SM
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LANDSCAPING
Emulate functionality of indigenous 
ecosystems 
Provide wildlife and avian habitat 

Use native and native-like plants and 
native topsoil
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STORMWATER GREYWATER BLACKWATER
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IAQ TESTING
Carbon Dioxide 

Carbon Monoxide
Respirable Suspended 
Particulates
Total Volatile Organic 
Compounds 
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RED LIST TRANSLATED

777 CHEMICALS
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