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Program Overview

ENERGY EFFICIENCY
PROGRAM FOR BUSINESS
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Program Funding – 2008

Michigan Public Act 295
o Energy Optimization Surcharge added to all ratepayers’ bills to:

§ Help customers save energy, manage costs
§ Help reduce generation, offset new capacity

o Surcharge is rebated through the program

o Cash incentives:
§ Target specific energy-saving equipment and technologies
§ Encourage energy-efficient building and systems design

Program Overview
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Since 2009:
$186 million incentives paid. 
53,000 projects completed.

Impact of our Program

Program Overview
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Deadlines

3
0

The Program Year ends Nov. 30
o No Reservations will be extended beyond 

Nov. 30
o Final Applications must be submitted within 

60 days of project completion date or 
o Nov. 30, whichever comes first
o Incomplete Final Applications       may be 

subject to cancellation
o Any Application submitted after Nov. 30 may 

be cancelled

Watch the gauges!

Program Overview
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Three Types of Incentives

New Construction
Major Renovation

Prescriptive

Custom

• Defined incentives:
o Per item/kWh/Mcf energy saved

• Projects don’t fit a prescriptive approach
o Calculated incentives
o Per-kWh/Mcf of energy saved

•New facilities/renovations of facilities
•Change of use or Adding load

o Systems Approach
o LEED Whole Building

Program Overview
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How it works
Pre-determined measures from the Michigan Energy 
Measures Database (MEMD) with specific energy savings 
and cash incentives in the categories of electric and gas

ELECTRIC
• Lighting
• HVAC
• Miscellaneous
• Process

NATURAL GAS
• Hot Water & Laundry
• HVAC
• Insulation
• Process
• Boiler/Furnace Tune-up

Program Overview

Prescriptive
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• Require a reservation application
• Before any work begins pre-inspection and approval is needed
• Paid per-kWh or per-Mcf saved

o Examples include:
§ Heat recovery
§ Lighting retrofits not 1-for-1

How it works
• Capital investment projects that are NOT eligible for a Prescriptive incentive may qualify
• Custom incentives are determined on a case-by-case basis

Program Overview

Custom
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Systems Approach
• Smaller/less complex projects (< 20,000 sq. ft.) without modeling
• Projects that are further along in the design process

LEED Whole Building
• A stand alone application
• Incentives paid on the savings validated by GBCI*

How it works
Ideal for new facilities or major renovations of existing 
facilities that have a change of use or adding load

Program Overview

New Construction
Major Renovation
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LEED Whole Building

*Green Building Certification Institute

How it works

Program Overview

LEED/ 
New Construction



Catalog & Applications

ENERGY EFFICIENCY
PROGRAM FOR BUSINESS
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Catalog

• Prescriptive, Custom, & New Construction specifications
• Agriculture program specifications
• LEED Design Review & Assistance specifications

Catalog & Applications
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Applications
• Prescriptive, Custom & New Construction 
measure worksheets

• Agriculture Application
• LEED Design Review & Assistance Application

Use it as a:
• Reservation Application
• Final Application

Catalog & Applications
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LEED Design Review & 
Assistance Application

• Now a stand alone application

Catalog & Applications
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Don’t forget these:
• Customer Information Sheet
• Invoices; manufacturer’s spec sheets
o Include reference numbers

• 3rd-party payment authorization (if applicable)

• Prescriptive/Custom Worksheets
• Signed Final Application Agreement
• DLC Product Codes (for lighting projects, if applicable)

Be Complete

Catalog & Applications
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Application Review

Install Measures

Payment

Reservation Letter Issued

Final Application & Review

Reservation Application

Payment

Final Application & Review

Reservation Letter Issued

Reservation Application

Final to Check:
4-6 weeks

Application to
Letter: 4-6 weeks

Letter to Final:
≤ 90 days

The Process

Catalog & Applications



Thank You!

ENERGY EFFICIENCY
PROGRAM FOR BUSINESS
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Consumers Energy                Business Energy 
Efficiency Programs

2019 Program Overview



No Project Left Behind

• Prescriptive • Custom
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Contractor Versus Trade Ally
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Becoming an Energy Hero
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The Power of Non-Energy Impacts

Comfort in working 
environment

Create appeal and visual 
interest to  products

Enhance customer 
experience

Increase worker / 
operational 
productivity
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Safe parking lots



Winning Essentials: 
“The How To”



Program Effective Dates 

Picture of calendar, Dec 1 – Nov 
30

December

1 30
November
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Customer Opportunities 56
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Consumers Energy Service Territory

Yellow: Electric
Green: Combination
Blue: Natural Gas
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Project Eligibility for Incentives 

58



Projects That Do Not Qualify
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Incentive Caps and Limits

Facility Incentives Cap per Program Year
Prescriptive 75% of the total project cost
Custom 50% of the total project cost

Customer Limits Cap per Program Year
Large Natural Gas $1M across all facilities             per 

customer
Large Electric $2M across all facilities           per 

customer
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Tools and Resources



Commitment to Innovation
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Commitment to Unique Markets
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Buy Michigan
• Earn a 30 percent bonus when you install Michigan-made energy 

efficiency products 
• Over 1,000 bonuses have been paid out to customers
• Find a manufacturer at:   ConsumersEnergy.com/buymichigan
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Contact the program team
877-607-0737

ConsumersEnergy.com/startsaving  

Your Energy Efficiency Journey Begins
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